FINEEYNETI =L}

100duir y11m 201108 Jo03] burpun,y

uoryepuno,J Jooy
JoLLIR( Jealx)

The Great Barrier
Reef is beautiful,
diverse and
under threat:

we must protect it
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2,300 km long

348,000 km? — the size of Italy
or Germany

Over 2,900 individual reefs

1,050 islands and coral cays
Largest living structure in the world
World’s largest coral reef

Visible from space

World Heritage listed 1981

10% of world’s fish species — 1625 species
600 types of coral

133 varieties of sharks and rays

30+ species of whales and dolphins

6 of the world’s 7 marine turtle species

2 million visitors annually
Contributes $6 billion to Australia’s economy
Supports 69,000 jobs

Icon under pressure

The Reef is diverse — some areas are in great
condition; others are not so great.

The number one threat to the Great Barrier Reef
is climate change.

The best way to build the Reef’s resilience in
a changing climate is to reduce all the other
stressors impacting on it.

Greatest risks *

1. Climate change

2. Poor water quality from land-based run-off
3. Coastal development

4. lllegal fishing

*QGreat Barrier Reef Outlook Report 2014
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A changing climate

Higher sea temperatures increase the risk of
coral bleaching

More CO2 emissions lead to ocean acidification,
changing the ocean’s chemistry and affecting
corals’ ability to create their reef-building
skeletons

Increased frequency of extreme weather events
like cyclones can destroy and weaken reefs

Rising sea levels can cause erosion and inundate
important tidal habitats like mangroves

Water quality

More sediment and nutrients flowing from
land to ocean = more algae and pollutants +
reduced light and smothered corals

Nutrient run-off can fuel outbreaks of the
coral-eating crown-of-thorns starfish



